Royal Socleties Clubd
St. James's Street
London B8.W,

10%h.October, 1016

70 / The Right lon,., The "rime H¥inlster,
Commonwealth of Australia.

Denr 8ir,
Upon ny return from Antarctica there was s conelderabke

dedbt hanging over the Australasian Antarctlc Expedlitlon. At a
Public Reception in lelbourne &t the time ,Mr.Watt, then Prewler

of Victoris and one of the prineipsal speagers, a!d the followlng (as
nearly ag posaible in hle wokdas) " We will not be surprised to lear:u
thut thils expedition has a bulcsnes of debt to pay off and we proalse
thea covt sympathetic conslderation 1if tﬂlf'ﬂﬂmﬂ to us”.

I replied that there certalnly was a debt but that we had assets
in filaz,lectures,and s popular bock whlich »as expected to clssr
sveryihlng and algo contribute to the coet of preparation of the
Delentific Fesultis.

Jnfortunately var broke out at the critical tlmecsusing
pudblic intersat to be dlverted and forelgn rights to lapse, ¢
inatead of thowe assets being worth some T4772 they have nol exceedel
£.003, A% the date of publishlng the "Home of the 5llzzard” the
[inanelal balance sppearing ae ean appendlx showed about £5000 then
to be owing. 0Oinece then all that haes been osslble to ¢lear this
off has been done . Amonget the contributions i: ©i000 frow
Lady Scott (Capt. R.7.S%cott's widow),whilch apeaks well for iis

deservedness. The total gum now owlng 1s ©1235; but T have reason



to belleve that the Vicker's Engineering Co. will,in a few dayds
time, strlke off the £085 owing to them,mskling 1t a donation to the
“xpedltion. The balance 18 £070 on whilch I aa unable to get further
concesslons made.

I am therefore writing to request the Commonwealth Governament
to conalder making a grant of thlas 072 aa finnl settleuent of
the Expedition aceounts,

I am prompted to hasten the forwarding of thls appeal in view
of the fact that so much money 1ls belng spent on a subsequent
Anterctic expedition which has not had selentifle alas to the saae
degree - and because 51ir Ernest Bhackleton 1s reported to be
salling for Australia with a view to further pushing hls affairs.

¥e look forward to the Resulis of the Aust. Ant. Exped. ,now
commencing to psss through the press, to prove sccond %W no sclent-
iflc expedition save the clapsical "Challenger ZIxpedltion". The
ild Quarto Volumes of "Resulta" which are ln preparation will be of
real value to general sclence and a unlque advertisasnt of things
Australlsan,
I trust that you will give thils matter urmpathatlﬁ conslderation.
I ana,

Tours truly,

Captaln, ¥.5.0.
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